























contextualized,	 always	 in	 relation	 to	 a	 specific	 space,	 time	 and	 culture,	 and	 varies	 according	 to	
different	conditions	 and	cultures	 in	which	 it	 occurs.	 And	 it	 is	 the	status	of	a	child,	 conceived	by	






















on	a	child	who,	 in	 interaction	with	 a	particular	environment,	 realizes	his/her	potential.	The	
knowledge	that	is	thereat	generated	results	from	the	child’s	interactions	with	the	natural	world	
in	a	certain	sociocultural	context,	with	the	dynamic	mediation	of	his/her	previous	knowledge	
(Bruner,	2000).	For	the	modern	image	of	a	child,	 it	 is	decisive	 that,	during	 the	 first	years	of	
his/her	life,	a	child	acquires	preeminent	knowledge	and	models	from	his/her	environment,	and	
that	sociocultural	processes	of	understanding	determine	ways	and	patterns	of	how	the	child	





































of	 childhood	 (Marković,	 2008).	 In	 this	 sense,	 the	 author	 speaks	 of	 the	 continuous	need	 to	











Many	 children	 nowadays	 spend	 most	 of	 their	 time	 in	 institutional	 care	 in	 specially	


























and	 an	object	of	 the	cultural	offer.	 Furthermore,	 Corsaro	 (2005)	warns	of	discontinuity	 be-
tween	the	 family	values	and	organization	of	the	 institution	and	of	the	 increasingly	 frequent	
problems	of	modern	childhood	and	its	 institutionalization.	Even	though	this	 is	often	pointed	













indicate	 the	 shortening	of	 childhood	 and	 are	 recognized	 in	 the	 shorter	 time	 that	 the	 child	
spends	in	the	free	play	and	in	the	 increased	demands	of	the	parents	and	the	society	for	the	






















sonal	 identity.	 New	 concepts,	 as	 an	 alternative	 approach	 to	 childhood,	 are	 based	 on	 the	
assumption	that	the	child	as	a	social	being	has	a	constant	need	to	accomplish	different	inter-
personal	relationships,	trying	to	overcome	the	boundaries	and	barriers	imposed	by	the	adults	
(Corsaro,	 2005)	 in	 order	 to	 continually	expand	his/her	 existing	 understanding	of	 the	world.	
Problematizing	the	features	of	the	modern	image	of	the	child	from	a	pedagogical	perspective,	







































ment	and	education	 is	 realized	has	 to	change,	and	 the	main	question	 is	 that	of	creating	an	
















early	 and	 pre-school	 education	 that	 encompass	 ideas	 about	 the	 necessity	 of	 changing	 the	
relationship	between	adults	and	children.	The	adults	and	the	children	are	in	constant	interrela-
tionship;	the	adults	from	the	perspective	of	authority,	and	the	child,	acting	on	its	own,	actively	
affects	others	 in	his/her	surroundings	(the	adults	and	the	children),	with	whom	he/she	 is	 in	
different	relationship	(within	the	family	or	institution).	There	are	numerous	articles	and	books	
that,	 in	detail,	elaborate	 the	play	as	a	unique	childhood	phenomenon;	 the	play	 reflects	 the	






















In	 recent	 literature,	 for	 example	 Duran	 (2003);	 Penn	 (2008);	Marković	 (2008);	 Babić	

















embellished,	 reminder	 of	 the	 (re)constructed	 time	 of	 spontaneity	 and	 carelessness	 so	 for	






















































an	 attempt	 to	 recall	 the	 experience	 of	 her	 own	 childhood.	….	 Although	many	 springs	 have	


















few	decades,	 it	can	be	argued	 that,	 even	 though	quality	assurance	and	monitoring	systems	
depend	on	the	context	in	which	they	occurred	and	exist,	it	is	possible	to	notice	a	few	common	
links.	The	starting	point	for	almost	all	models	of	quality	assurance	and	monitoring	is	the	well-



































































































se	kontekstualizira	 i	uvijek	 je	u	 relaciji	 s	određenim	prostorom,	vremenom	 i	 kulturom	 te	se	razlikuje	 s	
obzirom	na	različitost	uvjeta	i	kulture	u	kojima	se	ostvaruje.	Upravo	položaj	djeteta,	koji	su	osmislili	odra-





















Standpunkte	 über	 das	 Kind,	 die	 Kindheit,	 Erziehung,	 Entwicklung	 und	 Bildung	 in	 der	 familiären	 und	
institutionalisierten	Umgebung.		
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